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to the Pasteur treatment, the bites in the remaining two i

being slight. The progress of these six cases will be watched
with great interest. The experience of past cases of a

similar nature in this neighbourhood would appear to be in
favour of the Pasteur treatment. Since the above was
written, it appears that the remaining two persons have
also gone to Paris for treatment. The subject of liydro-
phobia is to be brought before the Medical Institution here
on Jan. 31st by Drs. Briggs, Glynn, and Barron.

The Burial of Unclaimed Bodies.
A case recently brought before the Bootle magistrates

would appear to indicate that there is some uncertainty as
to whether the parochial or corporate authorities are re-
sponsible for the removal of dead bodies from hospitals and
dwelling-houses to the public mortuary, as well as on whom
the duty devolves of providing for their burial. In this case, as
the body had been removed from the hospital to the mortuary
by the order of Dr. Beaver, the house surgeon, the order of
the magistrate for its removal was not required, and the
town clerk undertook to bury the body, and to bring the
point he had raised before the Court on a future occasion.
It is high time that this disputed point were settled once
for all.

Death of Dr. Thomas Dodson Chalmers.
The notice of Dr. T. D. Chalmers’ death in THE LANCET

of last week was read with much regret by many local
readers, the deceased gentleman having been a native of
this city, and having also held office for some years as re-
sident surgeon to the Northern Hospital and honorary
assistant surgeon to the Infirmary for Children. He com-
menced private practice here, and also in Kandy, Ceylon,
but was obliged to relinquish both in consequence of ill
health. For years past he has suffered more or less from
partial paralysis, and died at the early age of forty-three.
He was buried in the churchyard of Bromley, Kent, by
the side of his lately deceased father, Dr. David Chalmers,
who practised for many years in Everton, formerly a

fashionable village, now a part of this city.
Fatal result of a Football Accidcnt.

An inquest was held yesterday by Mr. Brighouse, county
eoroner, on the body of a man twenty years of age, who
died on Jan. 24th. The deceased was playing at a foot-
ball match two months ago, and, in attempting to kick the
’ball, he fell upon his back ; he was not stripped at the time,
but was wearing his overcoat. He made no complaint
until his return home, when Dr. Philpott was called in, and
attended him till his death, which was from peritonitis. The
jury returned a verdict of accidental death.

Symptoms produced by a Fatal Fall mistaken fur
Drunkenness.

A labourer, aged forty-four, died in the Bootle Hospital
on Jan. 23rd. It appeared that some days previously
to his admission to the hospital he had stumbled in the
street in consequence of its slippery state, and had injured
’his head. He was locked up by the police for safety, in
consequence of their supposing him to he drunk and in-

capable, and on the following day was fined 5s. and costs.
He died in the hospital, and, on making a post-mortem
examination, Dr. Beaver found a fracture of the base of
the skull. The deceased did not blame the police, but
told Dr. Beaver that the fall knocked him " silly." This
case is an additional proof of the care with which all
prisoners suspected of being drunk should be dealt with.

Liverpool, Jan. 29th. 
__

MANCHESTER.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Treatment of Vagrants.
As is well known, the Local Government Board allow to

guardians considerable discretion as to the manner in which
they shall provide for tramps and vagrants who apply for
temporary shelter. A passage of arms upon this subject, of
a somewhat amusing character, is in progress between two of
our boards of guardians. Certain strictures had been passed
upon the Chorlton guardians, chiefly because they compel
their tramps to sleep upon bare boards without any mattress
or bed; so they made, it appears, a tour of inspection to the

Salford and Manchester tramp wards, and came back con-
vinced that their own system was the best. Not content
with this, however, they proceeded to publicly criticise the
arrangements they found in these other unions, and espe-
cially complained that in the Manchester wards, where the
separate system is in operation, the wards were dirty
and ill ventilated, and that the diet given was of a very
meagre character. The Manchester guardians retort by
saying that the separate system is better, that it keeps the
respectable or decent tramp in honest search for work away
from the profes-ional pauper, instead of herding them indis-
criminately togetlier. It would also appear to have the
advantage of affording some isolation in cases of doubtful
illness, and may thus tend to prevent the spread of disease.
The dietary of the Chorlton guardians is certainly more
generous than the Manchester one, but their rule of pro-
viding nothing but hard boards to sleep upon might with
advantage be relaxed in the case of women and children.

Veterinary Surgeons and Dentists.
The steady upward progress of dental and veterinary

surgery has been very manifest of late years. We have
in Manchester many of the best representatives of both
these professions, and both have recently been a little pro-
minently before the public. From remarks that fell from
Dr. Young, the dean of the Medical School, at the annual
dinner of the Odontological Society held last week, the
department of dentistry in the Owens College had not yet,
however, attained to that degree of success which was
expected of it. As dental surgery comes to takes its place
as a branch of applied surgery, it may perhaps help to
diminish somewhat the rush of students to medicine and
surgery ; certainly at the present time it would appear to
offer much more chance of pecuniary success, its ranks
being by no means overcrowded. The veterinary surgeons
have been making a suggestion to our health authorities,
that, in consideration of the duties and work of the health
department now in progress, it was desirable to appoint
a veterinary surgeon to work in unison with the medical
officer of health, the former to he specially charged
with the supervision of our meat supplies, dairies, shippers,
&c. If this has not hitherto been provided for, no
time should be lost in seeing to these important matters,
bearing directly, as they do, on the health of the com-
munitv.

Gifts to Charities, uc.
Again the Whitworth trustees come forward as public

benefactors. This time they offer to the School Board a
large piece of land in Oxford-road, to be utilised as a public
playground, if the Board will take it over and accept the
responsibility of its care and maintenance. Under the will
of the late Mrs. Platt, of Stalybridge, a large number of our
local charities benefit. The Infirmary and the Salford Hos-
pital get &pound;2000 each ; the Owens College and Hospital for
Incmahles, &pound;1000 each ; whilst the Lock and Skin Hospitals
receive ;E500, and the Eye and Clinical Hospitals &pound;300 each.

Death under Chlorofom.
An important and indeed somewhat rare death from

chloroform took place last week. A woman attended by a
midwife had been for some time in labour, and on sending
for medical assistance it was deemed necessary to ad-
minister chloroform ere delivery could be safely effected,
and whilst under its iniluence the patient expired. At
the inquest it was stated that the woman was suffering
from fatty degeneration of the heart. The gentleman
who administered the ana’sthetic had given it in more
than 400 cases without any untoward result.
Jan. 29th. 

______________

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

EDINBURGH.

77)c McEwan Academic Hall.

TIlE McEwan Academic Hall, to be erected in con-

nexion with the University New Medical School, when
completed, will be amongst the most striking architectural
features in the city, according to the description given in
the papers. It is in the style of the Italian Renaissance, a
very prominent part of the structure being a campanile
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tower rising to a height of about 260 feet. The completion
of this tower, however, will be deferred, and it is intended
in the meantime to carry it np to the level of the roof only.
The hall itself will be semicircular in shape. Two galleries
are to be provided, and these, with the area, are expected to
aflord accommodation for 3000 people. The building will
be constructed of white stone, and the pillars of the windows
are to be red, which will have the enect of bringing these
into striking relief. The roof will be an iron one with an
inside lining of panelled wood, and the rest of the wood-
work of the interior will be chiefly oak. Reception and
other rooms are arranged for, and the hall, which will have
five entrances, will bear a resemblance externally to the
Albert Hall, London. It is estimated that the cost of this
magnificent hall will be &pound;60,000, the whole of which will be
contributed by Mr. McEwan.

The Better Endowment of Edinburgh University.
In a report of the Association formed for the purpose of

promoting the above object, a statement of the income and
expenditure of the General University Fund for the year
1886-87-the last year for which such information can be
obtained-is given which shows how largely the University
is dependent upon such fluctuating sources of income as
matriculation and graduation fees. About two-fifths of this
revenue are derived from medical graduation fees alone, an
item which has doubled itself in the last ten years, but
which was about 9600 less than in 1885-86. It may, says
the report, at any time fall off from causes which the
University cannot control, such as the increase of schools
going on in connexion with other universities, the im-

provement and extension of universities and medical
schools in the colonies, &c. It is greatly to be desired, the
report goes on to say, that very substantial additions should
be made to the capital of the General University Fund, both
to improve the financial position of the University generally,
and to enable it to spend much more freely on direct
educational objects.

The Royal Asylum and Easter Craiglockhart-hill.
This week we have an example of the necessity of attend-

ing to the motto " Audi cclterccfn purtena," as several letters
from residents in the Morningside district have appeared in
the papers in which it is declared that there is not the
slightest discomfort or inconvenience experienced by the
presence of the patients in the public thoroughfares. One
writer says : I have lived near the Morningside Asylum
for more than twenty years, and when going in and out of
town have constantly met the patients on the road. They
have invariably appeared gentle, inofl’ensive, and well-
mannered ; had I not known, indeed, that they were under
treatment I should have had no grounds for concluding that
they were of unsound mind....... It is time to protest
against an ignorant prejudice, which, in view of the modern
treatment of the insane, can only be characterised as a

survival of cruel and stupid barbarism." This appears to be
the feeling of a large number of the inhabitants, many of
whom think that there are other and far more glaring causes
of inconvenience to be attended to before taking up the
subject of the rambles of parties of harmless lunatics.

Methylated Spirit Drinking.
This subject, which has in Edinburgh assumed a position

of very great importance from its prevalence amongst the
very poor, especially amongst women, has been taken up
for consideration by the Edinburgh City Parochial Board
and the St. Cuthbert’s Combination, which recommend the
following regulations to be submitted to the Secretary of
State for Scotland for approval. 1. That every seller should
be licensed by the magistrates, who should have a power
of withdrawing the licence. 2. That it shall not be lawful
to sell methylated spirits from Saturday at 2 r.M. until
Monday at 8 A.M., unless under a doctor’s prescription.
3. That no less quantity than an imperial pint (twenty
ounces) should be sold to one party at a time. 4. That the
purchaser should declare the purpose for which the spirit is
to be used ; this to be entered in the seller’s book. 5. Any
party making a false declaration to be guilty of an -offence
and liable to punishment. Some such restrictions are

absolutely necessary, as at present a large quantity of this
spirit is obtained from the chemist’s by women who are
ashamed to go to the public-houses, or who prefer a large
quantity of cheap spirit, however nauseous it may be to the
taste, to a smaller quantity of purer alcohol, if indeed such
is to be obtained from the public-houses with which these

poor wretches deal. Several cases of severe methyl poisoning
have been reported from time to time in Edinburgh, and it
is high time that this illicit drinking should be put a stop to.

RoyaL Scottish Veterinary Society.
Amongst other subjects discussed by this Society at their

meeting on Wednesday last was that of the connexion
between bovine and human tuberculosis. Prof. McFadyean
spoke of the identity of the two conditions as regards their
causal effects. But he contended that although these
diseases are identical, in that they are caused by the same
bacillus, there was perhaps an unnecessary panic amongst
the public, and to some extent also in the medical profes.
sion. He was one of those who did not believe that there
was so much danger from the consumption of meat from
animals affected with tuberculosis as was frequently sup-
posed, though he could not allow that there was no danger
under certain conditions. Professor Walley spoke of the
importance of dealing with tuberculosis as a contagious
malady, and characterised the delay in dealing with it as
such as incomprehensible and indefensible.
Edinburgh, Jan. 29th. -

GLASGOW.

Health Statisticsfor 1888.
THE city medical officer’s report for 1888 states that

during the year there were 11,675 deaths registered within
the city, as compared with 12,128 in the preceding year,
representing a death-rate of 22-19 in place of 23’1 per 1000
living. The year 1888 had now displaced 1887 from the
memorable position of having the lowest death-rate in the
authentic history of the city. There had been a progressive
decline since 1883, when the death-rate was 28, and in suc-
cessive years 27, 26, 25, 23, and now 22. This low rate is due
to the absence of any severe epidemic, to the cold summer
(preventing infantile diarrhoea), and to the warm winter
(lessening the amount of pulmonary disease). The following
figures show the movements of the death-rate for thirty
years :&mdash;Mean death-rate, ten years, 1858-67, 30’1; ditto,
1868-77, 30 1 ; ditto, 1878-87, 25-8. Death-rate for 1888,
22’19. These calculations are based on the Registrar-
General’s estimate of the population, so that the city shows
to less than its proper advantage. The Registrar-General
estimates the population for 1889 at 528,144, an increase of
2056 on 1888 ; Dr. Russell’s estimate, based on the return
of inhabited houses, is 551,435. During the fortnight
ending Jan. 12th the deaths were 582, and the death-rate
28’7 per 1000 living, against 478 and 23’6 in the fortnight
preceding. The increased mortality was largely due to
whooping-cough and measles. Regarding the latter affec-
tion, the medical officer urged the rigid exclusion from
school, not only of those suffering from it, but also of the
healthy and school-going children from infected families.

Unhealthy Houses.
The great changes which the Town Council, operating

through its City Improvement Committee and Health Com-
mittee, has been able to effect in the slums of the city, are
well known, and have contributed not a little to the satis-
factory lowering of our death-rate, to which attention is
drawn above. As a good sample of many of the "rookeries"
which have been cleared away during the past few years, the
following account of one which has just been condemned is
extracted from a report issued by a sub-committee on
unhealthy houses. It pictures one of the filthy dens in
which even some of our respectable poor have to live. "The
medical officer, at a meeting held on the 4th ult., submitted
’the statistics of the mortality for the last six years of the
coloured portion of area R, bounded by Trongate, Osborne-
street, Saltmarket, and King-street, which showed that the
death-rate had been 55-8 in the portion to the north of
Princes-street, and 61’3 in the portion to the south, the
death-rate of the original area having been 40’65. The
death-rate of the original area S, to the south of area R,
was 44. The Trust still hold the portion fron tin Saltmarket
from the railway to Bridgegate (except Millar’s-place), and
along Bridgegate to No. 26. The death-rate of 122 Salt-
market for the last six years was 60. The death-rate under
one year per 1000 born in the North Princes-street block in
the last six years was 329, in the South Princes-street block
310, and in 122 Saltmarket 255. For the same period in the
whole city the total death-rate had been 24’5, and the
death-rate under one year per 1000 born, 149. The



251

committee proceeded to inspect 122 Saltmarket. The build-
ings on the north of this close are placed back to back with
Millar’s-place, separated therefrom by a wastage some two
feet wide, at the bottom of which runs an open drain, the
smells from which are much complained of by the tenants.
There are very small windows into this wastage, but they
admit no light except in the attic storey, and, in con-

sequence, the rooms abutting on the back wall are all
dark and unventilated. The ground houses receive all
their light from the front, and, the roofs being low, their
opposite ends are dark. In the third ground house there
is a back room with a wet earthen floor. Hats abound in
these houses. In the front tenements, right and left, there
are lobbies so dark that it is impossible to discover the

doors without artificial light. The roofs of all these tene-
ments admit rain freely, so that the tenants of the attic
storeys require to catch the drops in tubs, and the water
sometimes reaches the houses beneath, in which a portion
of the plaster had fallen during the recent heavy rains and
injured a woman. The committee were surprised to find
the majority of the tenants so respectable and well pro-
vided, and having their houses so clean in such circum-
stances as those described. It is their unanimous opinion
that the houses in this close are uninhabitable, and that
these tenements are utterly beyond repair, and should
immediately be cleared away."

Royal Infirmary.
The Annual Report of this institution shows that in 1888

it treated 46,000 patients; of these, 5043 were admitted as
in-door patients, against 4790 in 1887. The cost of each
fully occupied bed was f47 11s. 5 3/4., against ;E47 3s. 5d.
for the previous year ; the average cost of each patient
treated to a conclusion was :E4 17s. 3d. The daily average
number of patients was 515, and the resident staff numbered
190. Deducting cases moribund on admission (dying within
forty-eight hours), the mortality was 6 per cent. The
receipts of the infirmary for 1888 (ordinary and extra-

ordinary income) were f29,380 13s. 8d.; the expenditure
(ordinary and extraordinary) amounted to &pound;30,531 12s. 5d.; ;
the deficit of &pound;1150 18s. 9d. was taken from stock account.
The extraordinary expenditure for the year had been large,
nearly 96000 having gone to the completion of the nurses’
home, the total cost of which is over &pound;9000. This is a large
sum, but it is money well spent. Since occupying the home 
the nurses have felt that it has added to their health and
comfort, as they are now removed from the atmosphere,
associations, and sounds of the wards, which disturbed
their necessary rest and slumber.

The Lock Hospital.
In 1888 there were treated in this hospital 316 cases,

42 more than in 1887. The average cost per patient had
been n 19s. 8&frac12;d. The patients admitted for the first time
numbered 186; for the second time, 71; third, 27 ;
fourth, 8; fifth, 2; seventh, 1. While the object of the 
hospital was primarily the treatment of physical disease,
a fair proportion of the inmates on leaving went to their
friends or sought admission to reformatory institutions. j
Glasgow, Jan. 29th.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

DUBLIN.

D?tblin Hospital Sunday Fund.
THE total sum contributed last November at the

various churches, including special donations, amounted to
&pound;109610s. 3d., being an increase of i139 Os. 7d. as compared
with the year preceding. Considering the great depression
which has existed among all classes for the past year. it is
gratifying to be able to show an increase in the collections;
and as the country becomes more prosperous a further im-
provement in the sum obtained on Hospital Sunday may
fairly be expected. This sum of i:4096 10s. 3d. includes
&pound;34 lls. the proceeds of a football match by the Leinster
branch of the Irish Rugby Football Union.

British Dental Association :Irish Branch.
The first general meeting of the Irish Branch of this

Association was held last week in the Albert Hall of the

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, presided over by
Mr. Daniel Corbett. Mr. Robert H. Moore was chosen
President; Mr. J. C. Clarke, President-elect; Mr. S. F.
Thompson, Ilon. Treasurer; and Mr. W. Booth Pearsall,
lion. Secretary. The following were elected members
of Council for 1889 :-J. J. Andrew, W. H. Elwood,
J. Mc Stay, W. C. Corbett, A. W. Baker, D. Corbett,
D. Corbett, jun., R. Hazleton, G. M. Murray, F. Ryding,
C. Wall, C. F. Hare (Limerick), and Samuel Smyth
(Londonderry). Mr. Corbett, the outgoing President, in

delivering his valedictory address, alluded to what
had been done by the Irish Branch of the British
Dental Association in the past year of its existence; p
and he thought the members present would agree with
him in thinking that they gave to the parent Associa-
tion last August a convincing proof how fully they
sympathised with the efforts to elevate and maintain the
profession in the position it should occupy in connexion

with medical and surgical science. Dr. Theodore Stack,
in proposing a vote of thanks to the retiring President, said
he needed not to remind the members how adequately he
had discharged the duties and maintained the dignity of his
position. Called to be their president in the infancy of
their branch, lie had guided them through the initial stages
of their formation, and launched them forth a promising.
section of the parent Association. Mr. Booth Pearsall
seconded the vote of thanks, which was carried unanimously.
A paper on Abscess of the Antrum having been read by Mr. A.
Baker, the proceedings terminated.

Adelaide Hospital.
Miss Reynolds, the lady superintendent of this institu-

tion, has recently been presented with an illuminated address,
accompanied by a travelling clock and a purse of &pound;150, on
the occasion of her retirement after fourteen years’ service,
principally owing to impaired health. The address testified
to the great popularity, personal merits, Christian integrity 
and the influence which Miss Reynolds had exercised in
bringing the establishment to its present efficient condition

Health of Dublin for the December Quartcr.
The births numbered 2227 and the deaths 2186, the

latter being equal to a rate of 24’8 per 1000. Zymotic
diseases caused 307, being 61 below the average for the cor-
responding quarter of the previous year. The mortality
from diseases of the respiratory system (excluding phthisis)
was well below the average for the December quarter, the
deaths numbering 426, or 154 under the average for the
fourth quarter of the previous ten years; these 420 deaths
include 279 from bronchitis, 8G from pneumonia, 18 from
croup, and 0 from pleurisy ; 170 cases of typhoid fever were
admitted to hospital, against 91 for the September quarter 9
136 patients were discharged, and 25 deaths took place.

The Amalgamation of the Dublin Med&iacute;cal Schools.
It is rumoured, and I believe correctly, that there is a

strong probability that the scheme of .amalgamation between
the Carmichael and Ledwicl Schools witli the School of the
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland will be carried out in
its entirety, the opposition having been withdrawn.
Dublin, Jan. 29tli. 

-

BELFAST.

Tltc Ulster Medical Society.
AT a meeting of this Society, held on Jan. 23rd, Dr.

O’Neill and Professor Sinclair read notes of two interesting
cases of empyema, which they were also able to show to the
members present. The patient exhibited by Dr. O’Neil1
was a young man twenty-five years of age, and in his case
the line of surgical treatment adopted was incision followed
by drainage and washing out with Condy’s fluid. In Pro-
fessor Sinclair’s case (the patient was a child), there had
been incision, followed by drainage for a short time, but no
washing out. A very interesting discussion followed, in
which the various speakers dwelt on the latency of the
symptoms in empyema in children, the great value of the
aspirating syringe as a means of diagnosis, the occasional
danger of washing out the pleural cavity, and the method
of obliteration of the pleural abscess cavity on recovery.
The opinion of the meeting seemed to be in favour of free
incision, drainage for a time, and rather against any
washing out of the pleura. Dr. McCaw then read a paper
on the treatment of acute gonorrhoea by 5 per cent. thallin
bougies, and cited a case in which this plan had been fol-


